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maintenance of life? In 90 per cent, of the animals 
used the removal of both ganglia proved fatal, and 
the evidence seems to be that the death of the animals 
was not due to the procedure of the operation, but 
to the fact that the ganglia are essential to the main¬ 
tenance of life.—M. Kriss : Observations on the body 
temperature of dry cows.—S. D. Zeldin: On the 
structure of finite continuous groups with exceptional 
transformations. 

Cape Town. 

Royal Society of South Africa, August 17.—Dr. 
J. D. F. Gilchrist, president, in the chair.—H. G. 
Denham : Note on the bismuth sub-salts. The basic 
oxalate of bismuth, when heated to 300° under re¬ 
duced pressure, yields bismuth suboxide BiO. When 
the vapour of methyl iodide is distilled through this 
suboxide at 260°, a basic subiodide, 2BiI 2 , 3BiO is 
obtained—a reddish, insoluble powder of considerable 
reducing power. Outside the oven bright red, ortho¬ 
rhombic crystals of bismuth subiodide, BiL, separated 
out. Both salts are quite stable in dry air, but 
readily oxidise in the pressure of moist oxygen.—S. H. 
Skaife: On variation and heredity in the Bruchidas, 
Breeding experiments with beetles of the family 
Bruchidae. A mutation was found in Acanthoscelides 
obtectus, which was lacking in pigment; lack of pig¬ 
mentation is recessive. Attempts to hybridise 
Chinensis and Quadrimaculatus were unsuccessful. 
Interspecific crossing is prevented among the BruchidEe 
by differences in the size, shape, and structure of the 
internal sacs of the males. 
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Diary of Societies, 

THURSDAY, October 27. 

Institution of Mining and Metallurgy (at Geological Society’s 
Rooms), at 5.30.—L. Hill: Ventilation and Human Efficiency.— 
J. N. justice: Notes on the Ore Deposits of Eagle Mountain, 
Demerara. 
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cussion on the Eleventh Report of the Alloys Research Com¬ 
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Royal Society of Medicine {Epidemiology and State Medicine Sec¬ 
tion), at 8.—Dr. L. G. Haydon: Plague in Wild Rodents in 
South Africa. 

MONDAY, October 31. 

Institute of Actuaries, at 5.—E. H. Lever: An Investigation into 
the Mortal it v experienced by Life Tenants under Reversions, 
with some Conclusions drawn therefrom. 

TUESDAY , November 1. 

Mineralogical Society, at 5 30.—Anniversary Meeting.—Prof. H. 
Hilton: On the Determination of the Optic Axes of a Crystal 
from Extinction-angles.—Dr. J. Drugman : An Example of Quartz 
Twinned on the Sardinian Law.—Dr. L. J. Spencer: Biographical 
Notices of. Mineralogists recently deceased, with an Index of 
those Previously Published in the Mineralogical Magazine. 

Institution of Civil Engineers, at 6.—Inaugural Address by the 
President, W. B. Worthington. 

RdNTGEN Society (at Institution of Electrical Engineers), at 8.15.— 
Prof. J. W. Nicholson: Presidential Address. 

WEDNESDAY, November 2. 

Royal Society of Arts, at 8.—A. A. Campbell Swinton: Wireless 
Telegraphy (Inaugural Address). 

Society of Public Analysts (at Chemical Society’s Rooms), at 8.— 
Dr. C. Butler Savory : An Improved Specific Gravity Apparatus. 
-Dr. J. C. Drummond and Dr. A. F. Watson: The Testing of 
Foodstuffs for Vitamins.—A. Lucas: The Inks of Ancient and 
Modern Egypt. 

THURSDAY, November 3. 

Royal Society, at 4.30.—Prof. T. R. Merton: On the Spectra of 
Lead Isotopes,--G. I. Taylor: Experiments with Rotating Fluids. 
—Prof. L. Bairstow, Miss B. M. Cave, and Miss E. D. Lang: 
The Two-dimensional Slow Motion of Viscous Fluids.—Prof. 
H. C. H. Carpenter and Constance Elam : The Production of Single 
Crystals of Aluminium and their Tensile Properties.—Prof. 
C. V. Raman and B. Ray: On the Transmission Colours of 
Sulphur Suspensions.—Prof. E. F. Burton and Miss E. Bishop: 
The Law of Distribution of Partioles in Colloidal Solution. 

Institution of Electrical Engineers, at 6.—J. S. Highfield: In¬ 
augural Address. 

Chemical Society, at 8.—Informal Meeting. 

FRIDAY, November 4. 

Royal Astronomical Society (Geophysical Discussion), at 5.—Col. 
H. G. Lyons, Prof. C. V. Boys, Col. E. H, Grove-Hills, and Col. 
Sir G. P. Lenox-Conyngham : The Edtvos Gravity Balance. 

Institution of Mechanical Engineers, at 6.—Dr. H. S. Hele-Shaw: 
Power Transmission by Oil (Thomas Hawksley Lecture). 

PUBLIC LECTURES. 

(A number in brackets indicates the number of a lecture 
In a series.) 

THURSDAY, October 27. 

King’s College, at 5.30.—H. W. Fitz-Simons: Bridge Construc¬ 
tion (2). 
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FRIDAY, October 28. 

University College, at 4.30.—Dr. J. C. Drummond : Nutrition (5). 
MONDAY, October 31. 

Birkbeck College, at 5.30.—L. Bolton: Relativity (2). 

King’s College, at 5.30.—H. Moore : Liquid Fuels (2). 
TUESDAY, November 

King’s College, at 5.30.—Prof. H. Wildon Carr: The Modern 
Scientific Revolution and its Meaning for Philosophy (4). —Event 
and Object.—Dr. W. Brown: Psychology and Psychotherapy (3). 
—L. J. Hunt: Cascade Synchronous Motors and Generators (3). 
WEDNESDAY, November 2. 

University College, at 3.—Prof. E. G. Gardner: Nature in the 
Divina Commedia (Barlow Lectures on Dante). 

King’s College, at 4.30.—Dr. C. Da Fano: Histology of 
Nervous System (4). At 5.15.—Prof. A. Dendy: Fauna of the 
British Empire. 

THURSDAY, November 3. 

University College, at 5.—Prof. J. E. G. De Montmorency: 

Feudalism: The Background of the European System (1). 
Imperial College of Science and Technology, at 5.30.—W. Bateson: 

Reeent Advances in Genetics (1). 

Chadwick Public Lecture (at Royal Institute of British Archi¬ 
tects), at 8.—Prof. P. Groom.: Dry Rot of Wood and Sanitation. 
FRIDAY, November 4. 

University College, at 4,30.—Dr. J. C. Drummond: Nutrition (4). 
At 8.—Prof. G. Dawes Hicks: Our Knowledge of the Real 
World (1). 
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